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Attention Automobile and Truck Dealers: 
History is about to be made in the way the State of Rhode Island 

buys cars, vans and SUVs. 
 

For the first time ever, at 1PM on January 26th, the Department of Administration’s 
Division of Purchases will hold a “Reverse Auction” to purchase 35 passenger cars, mini vans, 
cargo vans and SUVs. 

 
“Reverse auctions” are online competitive negotiations that allow vendors to bid directly 

against each other via a live website. In doing so vendors can monitor the competitive bidding 
process as it takes place, which allows a fair chance to bid lower in hopes of securing state 
business.   

 
The process is simple, paperless and above all, fair. 

This first online auction will take place during a one-hour window from 1PM-2PM on 
Thursday, January 26th.  Vendor training on the process will take place on Tuesday, January 24th 
at 10AM at the Department of Administration, One Capitol Hill, Providence, Rhode Island.  An 
additional training opportunity will be held via a “webinar” at 10AM on January 25th. 

 
The bid specifications will be posted under Bid/Grant Opportunities on the state’s 

purchasing web page: http://www.purchasing.ri.gov as “State Fleet Reverse Auction RA 1”. 
 
The state will be purchasing the following: 

Vehicle Type 
Fuel 
Source Quantity Color Breakdown 

    
Cargo Van, Mini Ethanol 2 1 Blue, 1 White 
SUV, small Hybrid 8 1 Blue, 5 white, 2 green 
Pass Vans, Mini Ethanol 13 7 white, 3 silver, 3 green 
SUV, medium Gasoline 6 Green 
Pass. Cars, MidSize Ethanol 6 White 

 

For vendor inquiries, contact the Department of Administration’s Lisa Hill at 222-2142, 
extension 116.   
 


