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Solicitation Information
23 MAY 02

LOI #  B01067  (Master Price Agreement # 321)      

Title: Alternate Carriers for Local Data Communication and Transport

OPENING DATE AND TIME:  13 June 02 @ 11:15 AM

PRE-BID CONFERENCE:  Yes         DATE: 30 May 02          Time : 12:00 Noon

MANDATORY :  NO

LOCATION: Department of Administration, Division of Purchases
                     (2nd Fl), One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI

SURETY REQUIRED:   No

BOND REQUIRED:        No

Jerome D. Moynihan, C.P.M., CPPO
Administrator of Purchasing Systems

Vendors must register on-line at the State Purchasing Website at www.purchasing.state.ri.us.

NOTE TO VENDORS:

Offers that are not accompanied by a completed and signed Bidder Certification Cover Form may be subject
to disqualification.

THIS PAGE IS NOT A BIDDER CERTIFICATION FORM
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The Rhode Island Department of Administration / Division of Purchases, on behalf of the
Department of Administration / Office of Library and information Services, is soliciting
proposals from qualified vendors to provide Alternate Carriers for Local Data
Communication Transport in accordance with the terms of this solicitation and the State’s
General Conditions of Purchase, which is available at www.purchasing.state.ri.us.  The
following is to solicit costs for services to support this project.

Although the State currently has in place a Master Price Agreement (MPA) with Verizon effective until
August 28, 2005 under which Verizon provides digital data circuits from 56Kb through OC12
bandwidths using data network services such as ISDN PRI, Frame Relay and ATM, the State is
interested in augmenting that agreement with another MPA, potentially adding other vendors and
providing additional technologies for the purposes of local carrier services

The state anticipates cost savings and expanded network flexibility from using this approach.

It is the intent of the State to use this solicitation to establish a qualified vendor list for a three-year
Master Price Agreement, administered by the Office of Library and Information Services. There is no
current Master Price Agreement for this service.

This is a Letter of Interest, not an Invitation for Bid: responses will be evaluated on the basis of the
relative merits of the proposal, in addition to price; there will be no public opening and reading of
responses received by the Office of Purchases pursuant to this Request, other than to name those
offerors who have submitted proposals.

INSTRUCTIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS TO OFFERORS:

• Potential offerors are advised to review all sections of this Request carefully, and to follow
instructions completely, as failure to make a complete submission as described elsewhere herein
may result in rejection of the proposal.

• Alternative approaches and/or methodologies to accomplish the desired or intended results of this
procurement are solicited.  However, proposals which depart from or materially alter the terms,
requirements, or scope of work defined by this Request will be rejected as being non-responsive.

• All costs associated with developing or submitting a proposal in response to this Request, or to
provide oral or written clarification of its content, shall be borne by the offeror.  The State assumes
no responsibility for these costs.

• Proposals are considered to be irrevocable for a period of not less than sixty (60) days following
the opening date, and may not be withdrawn, except with the express written permission of the
State Purchasing Agent.

• All pricing submitted will be considered to be firm and fixed unless otherwise indicated herein.

• Proposals misdirected to other State locations or which are otherwise not present in the Division of
Purchases at the time of opening for any cause will be determined to be late and will not be
considered. PROPOSALS FAXED TO THE STATE WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.
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• It is intended that an award pursuant to this Request will be made to a prime contractor, who will
assume responsibility for all aspects of the work.  Joint venture and cooperative proposals will not
be considered, but subcontracts are permitted, provided that their use is clearly indicated in the
offeror's proposal, and the subcontractor(s) proposed to be used are identified in the proposal.

• In accordance with Title 7, Chapter 1.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, no foreign
corporation , a corporation without a Rhode Island business address, shall have the right to transact
business in the state until it shall have procured a Certificate of Authority to do so from the Rhode
Island Secretary of State (401 222-3040).

• Bidders are advised that all materials submitted to the State of Rhode Island for consideration in
response to this Request for Proposals will be considered to be public records, as defined in Title
38 Chapter 2 of the Rhode Island General Laws, without exception, and will be released for
inspection immediately upon request, once an award has been made.

General Qualifications: To be considered qualified, offerors must demonstrate:

ü Ability to provide local carrier service for data transport ubiquitously throughout Rhode Island.

Vendor Business Requirements: To be considered qualified, offerors must demonstrate:

ü Proven experience in providing digital local carrier service in Rhode Island

Scope of Work

ü Although the State currently has in place a Master Price Agreement (MPA) with Verizon
effective until August 28, 2005 under which Verizon provides digital data circuits from 56Kb
through OC12 bandwidths using data network services such as ISDN PRI, Frame Relay and
ATM, the State is interested in augmenting that agreement with another MPA, potentially adding
other vendors and providing additional technologies for the pursposes of local carrier services

ü Under the current MPA, all services expire simultaneously at the end of the agreement, and may
be removed prior to that date without termination liability.  The State requires similar flexibility
from vendors responding to this solicitation; i.e., purchases under the resulting agreement may be
for a shorter period than the approximately 3 years of the agreement.

ü The state is interested in both land-line and wireless transport providers using all available
technologies

ü The State intends to provide its own termination equipment; however, eligible purchasing entities
include all state agencies, municipalities, and those telecommunications collaboratives in which
the state participates, including RINet, OSHEAN, HELIN, etc.

ü The state will consider all alternatives  and award listing based upon a combination of price,
service quality and vendor flexibility in respect to terms and conditions beyond those terms and
conditions enumerated above.

CONFERENCE & SUBMISSION

A non- mandatory Pre-proposal Conference, for the purpose of clarifying the scope and intent of this
requirement, as well as the evaluative criteria to be employed in the review of responses to this Request,
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will be conducted on 30 May 02 @ 12:00 Noon in  The Department of Administration / Division of
Purchases (Bid Room, 2nd floor), One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908

A summary of the information discussed at this meeting will be posted on the internet, at
www.purchasing.state.ri.us, as an addendum to LOI #B01067. It is the responsibility of all interested
parties to download the information. For technical assistance, call the Helpline at (401) 222-2142, ext 134.

Interested offerors may submit proposals to provide the services covered by this Request on or before 13
June 02 @ 11:15 AM .  Proposals received after this time and date will not be considered.

Responses (an original plus five copies) should be mailed or hand-delivered in a sealed envelope marked
"LOI#B01067: Alternate Local Carriers for Data Communication Transport" to

By Courier:                                                        By Mail:

RI Dept. of Administration                                               R.I. Department of Administration
Division of Purchases, 2nd floor                                      Division of Purchases
One Capitol Hill                                                                 P.O. Box 6528
Providence, RI  02908-5855                                              Providence, RI 02940-6528

NOTE:  Proposals received after the above-referenced due date and time will not be considered.
Proposals misdirected to other State locations or which are otherwise not presented in the
Division of Purchases by the scheduled due date and time will be determined to be late
and will not be considered.

Proposals must include the following:

• A completed and signed R.I.V.I.P.generated bidder certification cover form (downloaded from the
R.I. Division of Purchases Internet home page at      http://www.purchasing.state.ri.us)

• Details of services proffered, including:

» manufacturer information
» transmission speeds supported
» maintenance options
» support systems; eg., NOC, Network management, etc.

• A signed Cost Proposal including the attached format including:

» transmission speeds supported
» cost to modify/upgrade service
» installation costs
» monthly service rates
» maintenance options and costs

 Bidder must include pricing in hard copy and on disk (Microsoft Excel)

• Details of terms and conditions beyond standards State of  RI terms and conditions, eg.:

» Billing policies
» acceptance of limited termination liabilities
» no minimum commitments
» handling of special construction costs
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• A completed and signed W-9 Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification Form, which may
be downloaded from www.purchasing.state.ri.us    Call the Helpline at 401 222-2142, ext 134 if
computer technical assistance is needed.

Evaluation and Selection

Only offerors who can demonstrate that they meet the General Requirements and Vendor Business
Requirements above will be considered for selection.

The State will commission a Technical Review Committee, which will evaluate and score all proposals,
using the following criteria:

ü Business Capability, Capacity, and
Qualifications of the Offeror   35 points

ü Terms and conditions 35 points
ü Cost  (Complete attached matrix)     30 Points

          100 Points

Submissions must receive a minimum of 75 points to qualify for inclusion in this Master Price
Agreement. Once the M.P.A. is established, the Office of Library and Information Services will assist
the using State Agency in selection of an appropriate vendor and negotiation of an appropriate scope of
work statement. The selection will be based on the need of the Agency and the expertise, cost, and
availability of vendors on the Master Price Agreement. Inclusion on the Master Price Agreement is no
guarantee of income.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the State reserves the right not to award this contract or to award on the
basis of cost alone, to accept or reject any or all proposals, and to award in its best interest.

Proposals found to be technically or substantially non-responsive at any point in the evaluation process
will be rejected and not considered further

The State reserves the right to accept or reject any or all options, bids or submissions and to act in its
own best own best interest.

Respondents must attain a minimum score of 70 in each category of the above mentioned criteria.

The State may, at its sole option, elect to require presentation(s) by offerors clearly in consideration for
award.
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Cost Format (sample)

Transport Bandwidth Type of
Service

Basic Cost Installation
Cost

Maintenance add PVCs

(monthly) (one-time) (monthly) (monthly)
Copper T-1

(1.54Mb)
Frame
Relay

$648 -0- -0- $10/1st 5


